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Objectives: (Students will)

· Recognize 8-bit art and it connection to abstract art.
· Create an 8-bit artwork.
TEKS, Art:

· Perception: Identify in artworks that color, texture, form, line, space, and value are the basic art elements and such principals, such as emphasis, pattern, rhythm, balance, proportion, and unity serve as organizers. 

· Creative expression: Create original artworks and explore photographic imagery, using a variety of art materials and media appropriately. 
· Historical/cultural heritage: Identify use if art skills in a variety of jobs.
· Response/evaluation: Analyze personal artworks to interpret meaning. 
Motivation:

· View and discuss videos/pictures/of Nintendo games/8-bit images, and abstract art.
Instruction: 
· Show and discuss abstract artworks and 8-bit artworks.
· Explain what an 8-bit image is and what pixels are.
· Every color in a digital image is made up of some combination of the three primary colors of light - red, green and blue. No matter what color you're looking at on your screen. It is being made up of some combination of those three colors. 

By using multiple shades of red, green and blue! The more shades of each color you have to work with and mix together, the more colors you can create. If all you had was pure red, pure green and pure blue, the most you could create would be seven different colors, including white if you mixed all three together:

You could also include an eighth color in there as well, black, which you would get if you completely removed red, green, and blue.

But what if you had, say, 256 shades of red, 256 shades of green and 256 shades of blue? If you do the math, 256 times 256 times 256 this equals roughly 16.8 million. That's 16.8 million colors you can now create! And that's exactly what you get with an 8-bit image - 256 shades of red, 256 shades of green, and 256 shades of blue, giving you the millions of possible colors you usually see in a digital image.

· Do a demonstration of creating an 8-bit artwork on graph paper.
· Pass out the graph paper and colored pencils.
· First have students come up with ideas on graph paper. They can color in each square with colored pencils.
· Give suggestions of ideas, such as animals, self-portraits, etc.
· Once everyone has an idea move to the computer lab or pass out the construction paper, glue, and scissors. 
Activity:

· Students will use Microsoft paint to create their 8-bit artwork. They will do this by using the paintbrush tool set to square. They will recreate their idea they crated on the graph paper.
· If you do not have computer access you can simulate an 8-bit artwork by having your students cut construction paper in to squares to represent the pixels or they can just create the image on graph paper. 
Vocabulary:

· 8-bit image:  A digital image with eight bits allocated for the storage of each pixel, meaning 256 different colors are possible.
· Pixel: Short for "picture element," a dot of color on a video or computer screen.
· Abstract:  To exaggerate or simplify the forms suggested by the world around them.
· Digital Image: An electronically processed image composed of bits and bytes, usually coming from use of a computer.
Materials: (Depends on how you chose to teach the lesson.)
· Computer with Microsoft paint (if possible)

· Adobe Illustrator (if possible)

· Graph paper- 9”x 12” (The bigger the better.)
· Construction Paper of various colors
· Glue

· Scissors

· Colored pencils
· Rulers

Resources:

· Any abstract artworks and 8-bit artworks.
· (If you use Adobe Illustrator here is a link to a tutorial.) http://www.gomediazine.com/tutorials/illustrator/animated-gif-8bit-characters-part-1-design/
Closure:

· Ask questions about 8-bit art and abstract art. What did they learn?
· Have students share their work.
Assessment: (To what extent did students)
· Recognize 8-bit art and it connection to abstract art?
· Create an 8-bit artwork?
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