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Objectives: (Students will)

· Work in groups to create original animations using the technique of stop motion. 

· Construct sets, props, and characters out of construction paper.
· Plan out their animations by rendering storyboards.
TEKS, Art:

· For 7th grade: 

· Perception: Illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, personal experience, and school and community events.
· Creative expression: Produce drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics, fiber art, photographic imagery, and electronic media generated art, using a variety of art materials and tools in traditional and experimental ways. 
· Historical/cultural heritage: Identify career and avocational choices in art.
· Response/evaluation: Analyze and compare relationships, such as function and meaning, in personal artworks.  
Motivation:

· Look at and discuss various images from stop motion movies. 
Instruction:

· Show various images from stop motion movies.
· Show a teacher made example. 
· Assign groups.
· Have student groups meet and generate ideas for what they want to do. 
· Check to make sure they are school appropriate. 
· Sketch ideas in sketch books.
· Once approved, have groups create storyboards for their animations.
· Check storyboards.
· Pass out scissors and various colors of construction paper.
· Begin to construct sets, props, and characters out of construction paper.
· Demonstrate camera work. How to take pictures, move the camera, zoom etc. 
· Demonstrate how animate characters, props, and sets. Do this by moving each movable part slightly in between each shot.  Each shot equals one frame. 
· Students animate and take pictures.
· Demonstrate animation process on the computer. 
· Students can add effects such as sound and color changes.
· Once finished, watch and discuss every group’s animations. 
Activity:

· Students will work in groups to create original animations using the technique of stop motion. The students will be responsible for creating the characters, sets, and props, out of construction paper. They also will render storyboards prior to shooting. Once everything has been photographed students will then be guided through the animation process on computers. 
Vocabulary:

· Stop motion (or frame by frame): is an animation technique to make a physically manipulated object paper to move on its own. The object is moved in small amounts between individually photographed frames, creating the illusion of movement when the series of frames are played as a continuous sequence. 
· Frame: Each part of a storyboard.
· Storyboard: A series of images displayed in sequence for the purpose of previewing an animation.
· Narrative art: Art which represents elements of a story.
Materials:

· Pencils/ erasers
· Teacher-made PowerPoint
· Various colors and sizes of construction paper.
· Poster board or cardboard

· Glue /scissors

· Digital cameras w/SD cards
· Computers

· Flash or stop motion software

· Lamps or lights

Resources:

· Any images or videos of stop motion animation. 
· Artist to research: Willis O’Brien, Ray Harryhausen, Jules Bass, Tim Burton

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stop_motion 

· Stop motion movies: King Kong (1933), The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993), Corpse Bride (2005), Jason and the Argonauts (1963), The Adventures of Prince Achmed (1926), 
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_stop-motion_films
Closure:

· Ask questions about stop motion animation - What did they learn today?
· Have them share their work.
Assessment: (To what extent did students)
· Work in groups to create original animations using the technique of stop motion?

· Construct sets, props, and characters out of construction paper?

· Plan out their animations by rendering storyboards?
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